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Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an alien 
power over us.  The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a 

president and senators and congressmen and government officials, 
but the voters of this country.       —  Franklin D. Roosevelt

Mr. Sean McAtee 
Iroquois High School, Room 204 



Course Description 
AP U.S. Government and Politics is a college-level year-long course that not only seeks to prepare 

students for success on the AP Exam in May, but also provide students with the political knowledge and 

reasoning processes to participate meaningfully and thoughtfully in discussions and debates that are 

currently shaping American politics and society.  It is important to note that this course is not a history 

course; it is a political science course that studies the interconnectedness of the different parts of the 
American political system and the behaviors and attitudes that shape this system and are the byproducts 

of this system. 

AP U.S. Government and politics accomplishes these goals by framing the acquisition of political 

knowledge around enduring understandings and big ideas about American government and politics that 
can be applied to a set of disciplinary practices through the use of a set of reasoning processes.  Through 

the development of this set of political knowledge, disciplinary practices, and reasoning processes, by 

the end of the course, students will be able to analyze current and historical political events like a 

political scientist and develop factually accurate, well-reasoned, thoughtful arguments and opinions that 

acknowledge and grapple with alternative political perspectives. 

In choosing this reading and writing intensive, fast paced class, you are accepting the responsibility and 

workload of a college freshman.  This is a rigorous course that will require your time, energy and 

determination.  Congratulations for accepting this challenge!  

Curriculum Framework / Units of Study 
Course Content and Big Ideas 
The course consists of the essential political knowledge that will be synthesized in the construction of 

enduring understandings and big ideas about American government and politics.  The big ideas that 
connect the content in the course of the units include:  

•  Constitutionalism 

•  Liberty and Order 

•  Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy 

•  Methods of Political Analysis 

Reasoning Processes 
The reasoning processes form the cognitive bridge between the course content/big ideas and the 

disciplinary practices.  The reasoning processes in this course include: 

•  Definition / Classification:  Demonstrating knowledge of course concepts 

•  Explain - Process:  Explaining political processes 

•  Explain - Causation:  Explaining causes and effects of political principles, institutions, processes and  

behaviors 

• Explain - Comparison:  Explaining similarities and differences among political principles, institutions,  

processes, and behaviors 



Disciplinary Practices 
The disciplinary practices are the tasks students will apply to the course content using the reasoning 

processes.  Becoming proficient in these disciplinary practices gives students the tools to analyze political 

information regardless of the format, and develop a factually accurate, thoughtful, and well-reasoned 

argument or opinion about an issue related to American government and politics.  The disciplinary 

practices in this course include: 

•  Practice 1:  Apply political concepts and processes to scenarios in context 
•  Practice 2:  Apply Supreme Court decisions 
•  Practice 3:  Analyze and interpret quantitative data represented in tables, charts, graphs, maps,  

and infographics 
•  Practice 4:  Read, analyze, and interpret foundational documents and other text-based and visual  

sources 
•  Practice 5:  Develop an argument in essay form 

Course Units 
The AP U.S. Government and Politics course is organized around five units, which focus on major topics 
in U.S. government and politics.  The units are: 

•  Foundations of American Democracy 
•  Interaction Among Branches of Government 
•  American Political Ideologies and Beliefs 
•  Political Participation 

  
Foundational documents and Supreme Court cases are an integral part of the course and necessary 
for students to understand the philosophical underpinnings, significant legal precedents, and political 
values of the U.S. political system and may serve as the focus of AP Exam questions.  The course requires 
study of: 

•  9 foundational documents, including the U.S. Constitution 
•  15 landmark Supreme Court cases 

Political Science Research or Applied Civics Project 
The required project adds a civic component to the course, engaging students in exploring how they can 
affect, and are affected by, government and politics throughout their lives.  The project might have 
students collect data on a teacher-approved political science topic, participate in a community service 
activity, or observe and report on the policymaking process of a governing body.  Students should plan a 
presentation that relates their experiences or findings to what they are learning in the course. 

AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam  
Date:  Monday, May 6, 2019 
Length:  3 hours 



Format of AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam  

   Section 1 
• Multiple Choice 
• 55 questions / 80 minutes 
• 50% of exam score 

• Quantitative Analysis:  Analysis and 
application of quantitative-based source 
materials 

• Qualitative Analysis:  Analysis and application 
of text-based (primary & secondary) sources 

• Visual Analysis:  Analysis and application of 
qualitative visual information 

• Comparison:  Explanation of the similarities 
and differences of political concepts 

• Knowledge:  Identification and definition of 
political principles, institutions, processes, 
policies and behaviors 

   Section 2 
• Free Response 
• 4 questions / 100 minutes 
• 50% of exam score 

• Concept Application:  Respond to a political 
scenario, explaining how it relates to a political 
principle, institution, process, policy, or 
behavior 

• Quantitative Analysis:  Analyze quantitative 
data, identify a trend or pattern, draw a 
conclusion for the visual representation, and 
explain how it relates to a political principle, 
institution process, policy, or behavior 

• SCOTUS Comparison:  Compare a non-
required Supreme Court case with a required 
case, explaining how information from the 
required case is relevant to that in the non-
required one 

• Argument Essay:  Develop an argument in the 
form of an essay, using evidence from one or 
more required foundational documents 

Textbook & Supplemental Readings 
Primary Textbook:   
Wilson, James Q. and John J. DiIulio.  American Government:  Institutions and Policies AP, Eleventh   
 Edition.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company.  2014. 

Supplemental Readings: 
The curricular requirements for this course dictate the use of a variety of materials outside of the 
textbook.  Students will read and analyze a wide variety of primary and secondary source documents. 

Required Class Materials  
• Laptop Computer 
• Notebook Paper 
• Blue or Black Pens  / #2 Pencils / Highlighter 



Additional Materials that may be Helpful 
• Paper notebook to take notes in class — if you prefer to take notes on paper rather than computer 
• Large, 3-ring binder  

• I will send you readings electronically.  You may print paper copies [on your own] if you prefer to 
read & mark them up on paper 

Assignments and Grades 
Students will be asked to complete a variety of tasks throughout the year.  I will always be willing to 
provide assistance and answer any questions that a student might have.  However, it is ultimately each 
student’s responsibility to complete assignments in full and on time.   

Each assignment will be assigned a specific number of points based on the difficulty and time required to 
complete the assignment. 

All work is to completed on time.  Any work that is one day late will be accepted, with a 10% penalty.  
Beyond that point, and without any extenuating circumstances, no late work will be accepted. 

Class Participation 
Given the nature of this course, a significant amount of class time will consists of students working 
together on a variety of tasks, such as analyzing documents, developing and supporting arguments, and 
debating ideas.  Therefore, a participation grade will be factored into each student’s overall class grade.  
This will be based on the student’s engagement and active, relevant, and worthwhile participation in 
class activities. 

General Expectations 
Handing in Assignments 
• I anticipate that many of the assignments for class will be submitted electronically, via OneNote 
• Assignments completed on paper must be typed or written in blue or black ink. 

Absences  
• It is the student’s responsibility to make up work that is missed during absences.  Please look at 

OneNote, visit my website, contact another student from class, or contact me in person or via email to 
get missed work.  Due to the pace of this class, please try to limit absences. 

• Missed work due to an extended absence will be discussed on an individual basis.    

Class Participation 
• All students are expected to contribute to classroom discussions.  Failing to participate will cause a 

reduction in a student’s grade. 
• Be respectful to other people’s ideas and comments. 


